Sermon No. 550

ANXIOUS AND TROUBLED ABOUT MANY THINGS

A sermon delivered by Batsell Barrett Baxter ocn March 5, 1967 at
the Hillsbero Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard
over radio station WLAC at 8:05 P, M.

Recently in one of my classes while studying the life of Christ we came to
~the passage describing Jesus’ visit in the home of Martha and Mary at Bethany. I
was impressed again with the timeliness of the message for our generation, and es-
pecially noticed the phrase ”anxinus and troubled about many things.” The entire
passage, as we find it in Luke 38:42 reads, “Now as they went on their way, he
entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into
her house., And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at the Lord’s feet, and
heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about much serving; and she came up to
him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister did leave me to serve alone?
bid her therefore that she help me. But the Lord answered and said unte her,
Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about many things: but one thing is
needful: for Mary hath chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from hex%

Obviously, Jesus was contrasting the importance of spiritual things with
the unimportance of physical things. We can almost see Martha as she was busily
concerned in the kitchen aboutthe meal, about the silver, about the dishes, and
about all of the other matters that go with entertaining. She had undoubtedly been
gquite concerned that the house was freshly cleaned and properly decorated. In
effect, Jesus was saying, “Martha, why don’t you forget about all those relatively
unimportant matters and come Sit down with Mary. Let m=z give to you the spiritual
food that is so much more important.”

After studying this text in class I decided that it would ke appropriate
for a forthcoming sexmon. Just about that time I heard a speaker on national tele-~
vision quote Ralph Waldo Emerson’s famous line, “Things are in the saddle and are
riding mankind.” This was quite impressive to me, and especially so since Emerscon
lived from 1803 until 1882. Necessarily, he made his comment almost a century ago,
If in the day before the automcbile, kefore the thousand-and-one labor-saving gad-
gets of our day, before the hustle and bustle of modern living, this statement was
true, then how much truer the statement is teday. Truly things are in the saddle
in our time and are riding mankind. Earthly concerns--meney, things, materialism °
in general-—are paramcunt in many lives.

With all of this kackground I sat dewn to prepare the message from the .-
above menticned text. As I began to study my mind would wander to other texts in
the gcspel of Luke which present the same emphasis. Finally, after examining each
chapter and each paragraph of tne entire gcspel according to Luke, I decided to pre—
sent a series of scenes from the life of our Lord as presented by Luke. Each of
these scenes is designed to say, “Don’t become too deeply involved in the material
things of life. The most important aspects of living are not physical things, but
spiritual realities.” But let us loock at the passages in which Christ presents his
teachings

Scene Two —- Luke 5:11, 27-28

Toward the beginning of Luke’s account of Christ’s life we read of the cccocn-
sion when he caused the disciples to put *heir beats out into the deep part of the
Sea of Galilee and there miraculously caused them to catch a great cdraught of fish.
The apostle Peter fell down at Jesus’ knewr, saying, “T'zpart from me; for I am a
sinful man, O Loxd.,” Jeasus responded. "Feer not; from hanceforth theon shalt cateh
men,” Then comes the climax of the story, ”And when they hed brought their bhoats
to Laed, they left all, and followed him.”
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Across the page in my Bible there are these additicnel words, “And afiev
these things he went forth, and keheld a publican, named Levi, sitting at the place
of toll, and said unto him, Follow me. And he forsook all, and rese up and follow-
ed him.” The picture I have in mind as I read these significant texts, relating
the call of some of the early apostles, is of empty boats tied up at the edge of
the Sea of Galilee, never to be used by these men again and of a table piled high
with coins and tax records never to ke used by Levi again. They forscok all and
followed Christ.

Scene Three —- Luke 9:1-6

When Jesus sent out his twelve apostles with the limited commission to the
people of Palestine, he did it in an unusual way, as described in these words,
“And he called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all de-
mons, and to cure diseases. And he sent them forth to preach the kingdem of God
and to heal the sick, And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey,
neither staff, nor wallet, nor bread, nor money; neither have two ccats. And into
whatsoever house ye enter, there abide, and thence depart. £&nd as many as receive
you not, when you depart from that city, shake off the dust of your feet for a
testimony against them. And they departed, and went throughout the villages,
preaching the gespel, and healing everywhere.” Note the unusual and yelt strong e
phasis upon taking nothing of a physical nature with them——no wallet, no bread, no
money, not even two coats.

Scene Four ~— Luke 9:57-62

At the end of the long chapter nine of lnke, e read again, "“And as lhey
went on thelr way, a certain man said unto him, I will follow thec¢ whitaersoever
thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the
Lizaven have nests; but the Scen ~f man hath not where to lay his head. And he s=aid
unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father., (We understand the meaning to be that his father was elderly and he wishad
some time before following the Lord to allow his father to finish his life ard ke
buried.) But he said unio him, Leave the dead to bury their own dead; but go thou
and publish abroad the kingdom of God. And another alsé said, I will follow thee,
Lord; but first suffer me to bid farewell to them that are at iy house. 'But Jesus
said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking kack, is fit
for the kingdom of God.”

Here are three men who had a desire to follow Christ. They were leanirg
toward Christ, yet they were so deeply rocted in the things that were behind thart
they were unable to pull away. The result seems to be that Jesus passed on and
they remained with their possessions, to bury their dead, and to continue their
social responsibilities, It is easy to get so involved in the material things of
life that we find it virtually impeossible to follow the Lord.

Scene Five —— Luke 12:13-21

This text finds Christ apprecached by a young man who says, “Teacher, bid
my brother divide the inheritance with me. But he said unto him, Man, who made me
a judge or a divider over you? And he said unto him, Take heed, and keep yoursel-
ves from all covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of tl.:
things which he possesseth.” This is one of the most profound of Christ’s state-
ments. Success does not depend upon how much a man owns.

Bt this point Jesus then +teld his familiar story of a rich forxmoy whe whan
& neyw crop came in tores down his old barns and built bigger ones so ithat he mught
store Lis surplus. The farmer then said to himself, “Scul, tiou hasi muza goods
lazd wo for many vears; take thine ease, exh, cdrink, be merry. But God sz:id unbo
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him, Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required of thee; and the things
which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? So is he thait layeth up treasure for

himself and is not rich toward God.”

Scene Six -- Luke 12:22-43

The next scene is one which we discover in Matthew’s account to ke a part

of the Sexmen on the Mount. Luke presents
you, Be not anxious for your life, what ye
ve shall put on.

it in these words, “Therefore I say unto
shall eat: nor vet for your bedy, what

For the life is more than the food, and the body than the raiment,

Consider the ravens, that they sow not, neither reap; which have no store-chamber

or barn; God feedeth them: of how much more value are ye than the birds!
of ¥ou by being anxious can add a cubit unto the measure of his life?

And which
If then ye

are not able to do even that which is least, why are ye anxicus concerning the

rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow:

they toil not, neither do they spin; yet

I say unto vou, Even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of thiese.

But if God doth sc clothe the grass in the
cast into the oven; how much more shall he
seek not yve what ye shall eat, and what ye
mind. For all these things do the nations
knowe*h that ye have need of these things.
things shall be added unteo you. Fear not,
good pleasure to give you the kingdem.

field, which tc-day is and to-morrow is
clothe you, 0 yve of litftle faith? And
shall drink, neithsr ke ye of doubtful
of *“he world seek after: bul your Father
Yet seek ye his kingdom, and these
little flock: for it is your Father’s

Sell that which ye have, and give alms;

make for yourselves purses which wax not old, but treasure in the heavens that fail-

eth not, where no thief draweth near, neither moth destroyeth.

For where your

treasure is, there will vour heart be also.”

Scene Seven — Luke 14:12-14

Our next scene is the one in which Jesus enphasizes that dinners and feasts
ought not to ke made simply for the purpose of causing others to be in one’s dek:

and thereby elther to return a dinner or some special favor to the host.

Jesus

said, “When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor ihy breth-
cen, nor thy kinsmen, nor rich neighbors; lest haply they also bid thee again aad -

= renompense be made thee.

But when thou makest a feast, bid the poor, the maimad,

the lame, the blind: and thou skhalt be blessed; because they have not wherewith to
recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompenses in the resurrsction of the just.”
tiow easy it is even for our good to be lavished upon those who need it least of all

and for motives that are hardly Christian.

Scene Eight — Luke 18:18-27

Yet another scene in the life of our Lord finds a rich young ruler asking

Jesus, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
Y2ep the commandments and even named several of the Ten Commandments for him.
have I observed from my youth up.

young man replied, “All these things

Jesus heard it, he said unteo him, One thing thcu lacksst

Jesus told him tuo
The
And when
even vet: Sell all that

thou . hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalitf have treasure in heaven:

and come follow me.
for he was very rich.
riches enter into the kingdom of God!

Put when he heard these things, h= became exceeding sorrowiul;
And Jesus seeing him said, How hardly shall they that have
For 1t is easisr for a camel to enter in

throuch a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
they that heard it said, Then who can be saved?
impossible with men are possible with God.’

And

But he said, The things that are
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N Scene Nine -- Luke 19:45~46

Surely Christ would find spiritual matters given the stronger emphasis in
the temple. However, tragidally, such was not the case. We read, “And he entersd
into the temple, and began to cast our them that sold, saying unto them, It is
written, And my house shall be a house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of raob-
bers.” Even here, the material and physical had crowded out the spiritual and hac
corrupted religion,

Scene Ten —— Luke 2171-4

Finally, let us notice the scene f.ound very near the end of Christ’s life.
“And he looked up, and saw the rich men that were casting their gifts into the
treasury. And he saw a certain pocr widow casting in thither two mites. And he
said, Of a truth I say unto you, This poor widow cast in more than they all: for
all these did of their superfluity cast unto the gifts; but she of her want did
cast in all the living that she had.

Conclusion

By way of summary allow me now to read five gentences taken from the text of
Luke. TFirxst, I shall return to Lnke 16:14, where we read, "And the Pharisees, who
were lovers of money, hea rd all these things; and they scoffzad at him.” The ex-
prxassion "lovers of meney” is especially significant. They thought Christ’s empha-
sis on the spiritual was ridiculous. They scoffed at his teaching that things were
relatively unimportant,

mil.

Ite second sentence of swmary is simply the phrase, “Anxious and troubled
about many things.” Th.s is an apt, yet disturbing description of our time.

Cur third summare senfcnce refers to the calling of the apostles, where we
read, “They left all and followed him.” This is basically the requirerment of all
who would become Christians.

Our fourth sentence of surmary is &t the end of the longest passage that we
have guoted in our study tedav. Ik says siley “Where your treasure is there will
vour heart be alzo.” This is the basic certral issue involved. If our treasures
ere in material things, there our hearts also WLll be centered. OGeod wants us to
nter our love upon him and upon spiritual, eternal things rather Lhan upon
raterial, transient, earthly things.

Finally, we notice Christ’s sentence, "A man’s life ccnsisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth.” How wronq men have been down through
the ages in thinking that success is to be measured in terms of one’s psssessions.

Ged made man in his own image. This means that man’s life is too impox t
to be aimed at mere material things. We rust aim our lives at something more pe
manent and more importarnt than the transient, material things of this eaxrth. This
suggests the importance of coming to Christ to give him first place in cur lives.
Vany of us who began to follow the Lord many years ago need to rededicate our lives,
wiving hin first place in our hearts. Others, who have never become Christ:lans
need ©o begin now to let the Lord guide them toward their eternal dsstiny., Only
if Christ is the center of our eristence can we hope to be free from the b‘lgHL of
our generation so aptly phrased by the Lord as he said, “Anxicus and troubled about
many things.”



